Bad hoon rising’

The Newcastle East Resigents Group
nas a long history of lobbying for

traffic calming measures in the East Ena
precinct. Many years of mestings with
Palica, Council and trafic authorities
saw the incidents of *hooning' behaviour
in our streets decreass. Newcastle East
became a pedestrianiced, family-frienary
Suburb some 15 years ago.

With the announcement of the race last
September, came a resurgence of car
‘hoon” behaviour. Some arivers saw the
NCC approval of a race-track through
residential streets a5 an endorsement of
anti-social driving. Many piay a cat-and-
mouse gams with police aimost every
night of the week. Evidence of their night
antice can already be seen in the skid
marks on the new circuit.

In the Newcastle Herald story ‘Newcas-
tie 500 Supercars Track No Place For
Hoons' (12/10/17) Kurt Sakzewski (Su-
percars) played down the probiem and
Supercars’ role in causing it by saying:
“Tne police can make sure they have a
ragular pressnce, and that usually keeps
them pratty honect.” He went on to ax-

Rats deserting a
sinking ship?

Supercars” culture: noise, aggression and testosterane mixed with high-ootane speed.

plalnmatmmepoieolammme
hoons are liksly to be they can ‘be thers
in a second".

Not right, Kurt. The police have finite
resources. Thay are not

empioyed to regulate a social problem
craated by Supercars in public Spacss.

Is this what Mr. Warburton refers to as
a “permanent legacy for decades to

coms™?

Pernaps a better lagacy would be for Su-
percars to use soms of the money they
will taks from Newcastie to funa an extra
police patrol car, or install permanent
CCTV cameras.

Like Bathurst the Newcastie 500 Super-
cars track will be a magnet for drivers
who want to feel the thrill of racing an
year round. Unlike Bathurst the Newcas-
tie track exploits recidential ctrests.

To report negligent driving and anti-
social activity ring 131 444. Calls to
this number are automatically logged
and recorded in the system.
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Going ... CEO James Warburton
Going ... Managing Director Matt Braia
Going ... Media Boss - Simon Foraham

Community Team, Newcastle 500
Gone .... Murray Hodgss
Last man standing is anybody’s guess!

Corporats entities such as Supercars ap-
pear to have a revolving-door policy.

Unlike some progressive councils, NCC's policy is
‘chop-em-down’ and make the city a heat sink!

Green is cool

If onty we had a counci like Darebin in

Victoria. They have the opposite strategy
to NCC ... here ic an excarpt from Dare-
bin's Greenctrests Strestscape Strategy:

tiss to return paved or hard surfaces to
pemeabis, green spacs. This will mean
widening nature strips, removing hard
paving, creating kerb outstands and
utilizing craative alternative methods of
pianting to increase the amount of plant-
ing area in streets.

In some cases & minimal amount of car
parking may be removed to faciitate
strestscape design improvements.
http://www.darebin.vic.gov.au

And in Darwin, the NT Property
Council has signs around the
city extolling the virtuec of street
planting! The project is caisa
“Cooling and Revitalising
Darwin City” and aims to
identify the change nesded
for Darwin to become mors
liveabls, walkable and
desirable while psople go
about thair daily activities.
Thers are several pop-
up shade areas, made
from recycied paliets
with advancsa pottad
trees, timber benches
for seating and tabies,
solar-powerad fans for
ventilation, grassed
areas and a shade
canopy.
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What’s all the noise
about?’

Have you ever waked into a room with
a television on and tokd the kids or your
partner, *Can you turn gown the sound,
it's s0 loud!™ They look at you strangely
a5 they reach for the remots to lower the
volume control.

So what is going on? Before we answer
this question we need to understand how
your ears work. Your ear is a sensitive
detector of sound pressure in the air. It is
a marvellous creation and not even

Damaging our
heritage heart

Historic homes on Nobbys Road, Scott
Strest and Watt Street have cracking and
other damage as a direct result of the
works undertaken by Supercars. Despite
many requests, organissrs have refused
to igentify who is insuring Supercars, and
have refusad to allow residents to see
the insurance documents.

The Risk Assessment in the Civil Works
documents relating to roadworks along
the race circuit, icentifled damage to
heritage a5 a likely risk. Instead of taking
measures to mitigate these risks, Super-
cars and NCC ploughed on with work
schedules regardiess. They prioritisad
the race at all costs over heritage value.

the bect cochlear implants of today can
match the ear's specifications.

Sound is a packst of pressure waves that
anter your outer ear and are channelied
towards your eardrum. The eardrum
vibrates and ssnds the sound waves to
your middse ear which comprises three
bones: the hammer, the anvil and the stir-
rup. Thece bones amplify the vibrations

~ | through the action of levers, and without
* them we would hear only about one
~ . thousandth of the sound energy and be

eftectively deaf. Finalty, thess mechani-
cally ampéfled sounds ars sant into the
fluid-filled cochlear which has aimost 20
000 nair celis that send nerve impulses to
our brain. Thess impulssc are interpreted
as the sound of your child, the music of
your favourite band, the bark of a gog, or
the blaring of a car's horn, stc.

Your ears are wonaerful but they nesed
some care. Loud noises and age are the
anemy. Over time, and with exposure to
noise, our ears lose effectivensss. For
many this change is gradual and not
noticed until old age. A simpie hearing
test can give an indication of the heaitn
of your ears.

Sudaden or prolonged noiss EXPosUre
can produce noise-induced hearing 106s.
High level impulsive noise such as gun-
shots, firecrackers, motor racing vehicles
and explosions can cause immediate

Thess quotes from several aifectad resi-
dents tell part of the story:

“The contractors have shown littie regard
for the fragiie nature of our builgings,
given the extant of the damage.”

“Our building has moved &s a result
of the road work and | have recorded

“A dvop in & section of my fiooring sug-
gests to me that significant structural
damage has occurred and needs to be
inspected.”

The primary cause of the vibration dam-
age to homes appears to be compac-
tors and diggers operating within a few
metrec of buildings. Damage could have
been avoided if thess projects were
properly scoped and appropriate vibra-
tion monitoring undertaken (a condition
of consent that was not enforcad).

“Every day now I look around our 120
year oid heritage fisted homs and se6

d the fi . cracks down
the stair wells, and now our floorboards
are moving and buckiing. We have con-
tacted council, Supercars,
representatives and the Environmental
Protsction Authority NSW (which in-
cludes Heritage protection).

hearing loss when levels are near or
excead 140 dBC. Such noiss levels can
result in pain which may be an indication
of damage to the eardrum or the midaie
ear bones.

Noise exposure to higher-than-normal
sound levels for prolonged periods can
gamage the hair celis in your cochlea.
Once camaged, unlike other calls in your
body, they are not replaced. Damage
anough of them and you will have some
hearing loss.

Back to the television with the volume
setting on loud. If someone elss thinks
the sound level is too loud, it probably is
and your ears have simply become used
to it. Just becauss you don't perceive
the sound as loud, CO&sN't mean that
your hearing is not being affectad. The
simplest way to minimise the potential
for any long-tarm hearing camage is to
lower the sound volume and/or remove
yourssif from the loud sound. And always
wear hearing protection in any noisy
environment.

Nobody...nobody...has offarsd us any
assistance, nobody has acknowiedged
our situgtion in which the home we
have put all our fove and affection into
is now bsing damaged. Nobody has
even offarsd to halp develop any kind of
mitigation strategy. Nobody has offered
any remediation plans, (other than a very
vaguse statement from Supevcars that
insurance will cover any damags). After
all the mistreatment to dats, this dossnt
offer any comfort.

When we leave our home we are con-
fronted with destructive and intimidating
road works in every direction.

QOur home is no longer our sanctuary, our
family is undsr stress. We have all besen in
tears at one point or another 8s & divect
result of activities surmounding this aisaster.

We never wanted this event. We never
asked for it. The event is leading this

once-great city down a path of corporate

Our Lord Mayor asked for this. Where
is she when those affected by what
appears to be a rash decision, one che
barsly remembers making, need some
support and answers?



